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Broadening Scope 

Reducing Intimidation 

Increasing Inclusivity 

Removing Barriers to Entry



Involvement Ladder: 10 Steps to NERDSummit 
!
1. Join the community. 
2. Join all the NERDs social media places. 
3. Submit Session requests. 
4. Consider Proposing Sessions. 
5. Come to a regular NERDs event. 
6. Get someone to sponsor. 
7. Tell others to do all those things too. 
8. Come to a NERDs planning meeting. 
9. Register on the Organizers PM site. 
10.Come to the Summit!
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NICE TO MEET YOU
Already Using Drupal? 
Graphic Designers? 
Web Developers? 
Web Managers?
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STORY OF DRUPAL
the wireless bridge 
a means to discuss or share simple things 
put the internal website online so they could stay in touch 
Dries decided to release the software behind the website 
to enable others to use and extend the experimentation platform



DO-OCRACY
While our "do-ocracy" model generally works well for our community, it can also 
lead to situations like "Tyranny of the person with the most time on their 
hands." We need ways for smart people who can't be on IRC 18 hours a day or 
read 300+ reply issues to participate and be respected as equals. 
-http://buytaert.net/proposal-from-first-drupal-governance-sprint

http://buytaert.net/proposal-from-first-drupal-governance-sprint
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!

THINKING IN  
DRUPAL

Taking an Idea from Concept to 
Completion 
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PREREQUISITES

This session assumes you have some small start on: !
• getpantheon.com  !
• acquia.com/free 

http://getpantheon.com
http://acquia.com/free


!
!

So you've got a Drupal website...  
!
!

What are you going to do with it?



CONCEPT BREAKDOWN
!

• What will be a node? 
!
• What fields will it have?



WHAT WILL BE A NODE?
!
: a point at which subsidiary parts originate or center 
!
!
!
a Node is "the thing itself"



WHAT FIELDS WILL IT HAVE?
!
What "subsidiary parts originate or center" on your node? 
!
Think of attributes or properties required by your concept that are associated 
with each item you've determined to be a node.



THINK OF AN ADDRESS BOOK
!
If an address book is your concept... 
!
Each entry of a person is a node. 
!
Each phone number, email address, etc is a field to that node.



CONCEPT BREAKDOWN
!

• How will it be added? 
• How will it be displayed? 
• How will it be interacted with? 
!
!
It is possible to configure Drupal for basic concepts without adding anything to 
it.



EXAMPLE 1
!
node = basic page 
fields = title, body 
!
How will it be: 
!
added: node/add/page 
displayed: front page view, on its own 
interacted with: click to read more, comment









!
!
Many times, Drupal needs some help from contributed modules. 
!
What if our concept is a little more off the beaten path?



EXAMPLE 2 - TASK LIST



node = task 
fields = assigned to, priority, due date, status, title 
!
How will it be: 
!
added: node/add/task 
displayed: viewed in table form 
interacted with: edit/update individual items

EXAMPLE 2 - TASK LIST



MODULE RESEARCH
Take your answers and do some research. 
!
Familiarize yourself with  
http://drupal.org/project/modules

http://drupal.org/project/modules


MODULE RESEARCH
!
!

• Browse often and for fun 
• Find tools for current use 
!
Learn about tools for future use



MODULE RESEARCH



/MODULES PAGE
!
!

Module categories 
 Quickly narrow your search 
!

Sort by Most Installed, Last build / Release 
 Indication of popular, well used and supported, active



MODULE PAGE



EVALUATING YOUR FINDINGS
Module Page 
!
• Project Description  

o Possibly useful 

• Committers 
o Number, Last commit 

• Project Information at bottom of page 
o Maintenance Status, Reported Installs 

▪ High number of installs = lots of eyes on it 

• Issue Queue 
o All issues



MODULE PAGE



MODULE PAGE
Issue Queue 
!
• Open / Total 

o Ratio 

o # Solved 

▪ High number = popular, well supported 

▪ High number of bugs = lots of eyes on it



ISSUE QUEUE



ISSUE QUEUE
!
oLast Updated 

Responsivity 

!
oCreated / Last Updated 

o Can see old issues being tended to 

Should not see same date = unmaintained



EXAMPLE 2 - TASK LIST



node = task 
fields = assigned to, priority, due date, status, title 
!
How will it be: 
!
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!
fields = assigned to, priority, due date, status, title 
!
Date 
User Reference

EXAMPLE 2 - TASK LIST



!
displayed: viewed in table form 
interacted with: edit/update individual items 
!
Views 
VBO - for editing multiple items 
Content Access

EXAMPLE 2 - TASK LIST



EXAMPLE 3 - RECIPE



node = recipe 
fields = ingredients, title 
!
How will it be: 
!
added: node/add/recipe 
displayed: viewed as a list of its ingredients, or 
  as a list for viewing recipes by taxonomy 
interacted with: viewed, shared, printed out

EXAMPLE 3 - RECIPE



!
fields = ingredients, title 
!
taxonomy - comes with Drupal 

EXAMPLE 3 - RECIPE



!
displayed: viewed as a list of its ingredients, or 
  as a list for viewing recipes by taxonomy  
interacted with: viewed, shared, printed out 
!
ShareThis 
Print 
Views

EXAMPLE 3 - RECIPE



BONUS EXAMPLE: IMAGE GALLERY



BONUS EXAMPLE: IMAGE GALLERY
Option 1 
node = image 
fields = title, description, tags, etc 
added = node/add/image for each image 
display = gallery of images 
interacted = click to view next, larger, or own page, hover for more info?



BONUS EXAMPLE: IMAGE GALLERY

Option 1 Pros 

• More info per Image 

• More info in display 

• More freedom in 
display placement per 
image 

• More interaction 
options

Option 1 Cons 
• More complicated 

workflow for adding 
images 

• More complicated in 
display ordering 

• Complicated gallery 
interaction options



BONUS EXAMPLE: IMAGE GALLERY
Option 2 
node = gallery 
fields = images 
added = node/add or edit gallery 
    add image to a multifield 
display = each node is a gallery showing all its image fields 
interacted = click to view next, larger



BONUS EXAMPLE: IMAGE GALLERY

Option 2 Pros 

!
• Fast gallery creation 

• Easy interface for 
ordering 

• More gallery 
interaction options

Option 2 Cons 

!
• Less info per Image 
• More restriction in 

display placement 
per image 

• Fewer interaction 
options



BONUS EXAMPLE: IMAGE GALLERY

Option 1 

node = image

Comparison

What you choose to be your node determines 
the pros you will enjoy and the cons you will 
need to overcome in completing your concept.

Option 2 

node = gallery
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