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Building Basic 
Sites with 
Drupal
Using Drupal’s standard modules to build and 
maintain your information



What constitutes a basic site?  
● Provides information to end-user with little 

to no complex features
● Personal advertising (i.e. portfolio, service, 

etc.)
● Small businesses that haven’t reached 

enterprise level



Why Drupal
● Almost everything needed to build a basic 

site can be done through the UI
● Flexibility in creating content and pages
● Ease of maintenance post launch
● Can be done with little to no Contrib 

modules*
*depending on specific needs



Before you start: Modules
● Modular code made to execute specific 

action or handle certain events
● Not plugins
● May require some configuration
● Flexible and able to be molded to fit specific 

site needs
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Menu: Use
● Clear path of site structure

● Jumping off point for development



Menu: Examples Taken from 
Umass’ 
Sustainability 
site

Nested menu 
links 

positioned as 
blocks on 
subpages
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Views: Use
● Direct interaction with the database

● Provides content filtering

● Provides a way to relate content with 

everything else on the site



Views: Example

Taken from 
Umass’ Center for 
Research on 
Families

View with exposed filter 
to allow user access to 
necessary information 

No exposed filter but 
still filtered by date



Blocks: Use
Header

Navigation

Sidebar 
Left

Sidebar 
Right

Content

Footer
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Blocks: Organization
● Filter by page

● Filter by Content Type

● Filter by User Role

● User Toggle Display



Blocks: Examples

Taken from 
Umass’ 
Sustainability 
site.

A dynamic block used to 
display user selected 

content pertaining to the 
learn topic

A static block displaying 
social media and seperate 

web application links



Taxonomy: Use
● Kind of Drupal’s base way of contending 
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Taxonomy: Use
● Kind of Drupal’s base way of contending 

with content organization*

● A great jumping off point for filtering with 

views.

*I’ll qualify this



Taxonomy: example
Views 

aggregation to 
get number of 
content pieces 

using term

Term linking to 
it’s respective 

page
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